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Off to Hwatae Island  The 22 Project of Beautiful Yeosu

Since 2000, the Yeosu branch of the Association of Minjok Artists (Yeosu Minmihyeop) has been
conducting the Beautiful Yeosu project, which selects a region in Yeosu each year, conducts a
site visit, and displays the results of the region’s member by expressing their appreciation as
an art work. This project, which celebrates its 22nd anniversary this year, is well-received by
local residents and art lovers as an exhibition project that explores the identity of local art while
specializing in the Yeosu region. The Beautiful Yeosu project serves as an attempt to
rediscover the beauty of our hometown of Yeosu, and focuses on reading and expressing the
traces of life created by the local community living in this land in harmony with nature rather
than tourism-oriented commerciality.

Hwatae Island is the 22nd location that Yeosu Minmihyeop visited for the Beautiful Yeosu
project. It is an island located in Hwatae-ri, Nam-myeon, Yeosu, and belongs to the Dadohae
Marine National Park, which boasts outstanding scenery. In December 2015, the 1,345-meter-
long Hwatae Bridge opened, linking Sinbok-ri, Dolsan-eup, and Hwatae Island, and thereby
increasing accessibility. It is expected that the Beautiful Yeosu project will be established as a
milestone of the cultural project of the local community by capturing the unexplored scenery
of Hwatae Island, one of the 10 most scenic spots in Yeosu selected by Yeosu Minmihyeop.
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